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Advent is a time of waiting. The time of waiting is time wasted as 
we count time in this world. We fret as we wait for the bus, for the 
examination result, for the surgery bell, and resent the time that we 
could use more to our advantage, or so we think.

God’s time of waiting is different; it is patient, creative, purposeful. 
It is the love of a parent who knows when it is time to give and 
when to withhold. It is the compassion that reveals itself when we 
are ready and open to receive it.

Centuries of our time passed until time and place were ready 
together.

Time passed in Jerusalem, the holy city, the chosen place, where 
the sacrifices were offered and the covenant kept, where the 
prophets were stoned and the covenant broken.

But always the patience of love, waiting itself to follow the way of 
suffering. Waiting with God is not time lost but time of being truly 
alive. Speech is silent and the wonder is revealed.
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CLOSING PRAYER
December 2, 2020

O God, we are slow to believe, because the good news seems 
impossible in human terms. We lose hope too readily, grow weary 
of waiting and turn aside from the way that we should follow. Teach 
us always to know that your ways are not our ways and that nothing 
will prevent the fulfilment of your living purpose. Amen.

—Stations of the Nativity

BLESSING

Come into our hearts, O God of Advent and Christmas. Come into 
our hearts with your love, with your joy, your hope, and your 
peace.

Help us to reflect your love for us by loving and serving all we 
meet. Come into our lives, and share your gifts with all people. 
Amen!

—Stations of the Nativity
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PRAYER INTERCESSIONS
December 2, 2020

1. Patient God, turn our anxiety and anger into patience.

2. Unchanging God, turn our restlessness into quiet 
 and constancy.

3. Faithful God, turn our doubts and fears into assurance.

4. Please, show us when to speak and when to listen.
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