
 

Please use the following liturgy if you would like to join the liturgy at the beginning of today’s 
service or adapt it to bless the Advent preparations in your own home. 

CALL TO ADVENT 
Leader: In the days to come, 

the mountain of the LORD's house  
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  
and shall be raised above the hill;  
all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say: 

All:  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob;  

that God may teach us God's ways  
and that we may walk in God's paths.”          — Isaiah 2:2-3  

Child/youth: With what shall we come to God's house? 
Leader:  Bring branches of cedar and holly,  
  bring evergreens and a pine tree,  
  hang wreaths and garlands. 
All:  Make the church fragrant  

with the smell of living things and our holy play. 
In acts of hanging greens, 
and listening to the words of prophets and seers, 
let us make our hearts and this space  
a place of inward and outward preparation  
for the One who comes to give us second birth. 

OPENING PRAYER  
God of the darkened night,  
God of the morning light, come to us again.  
Come to us in the preparation of our homes and our hearts.  
Come to us in the harmony of song and the sound of silence.  
Come in our faithful waiting and hopeful watching.  
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Come to us in the cry for peace and the smile of forgiveness.  
God of the darkened night, God of the morning light,  
come to us; be with us. Amen.  

(Copyright 2016, Ashley Danyew) 

BLESSING THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
Leader:  God, the Holy One of Israel, is a God of comfort and compassion.  
  With the Christmas tree,  
  we remember God's everlasting promises to the poor and needy.  
  Isaiah spoke of God's making of the wilderness  
  a place of blessing where water and plants, including pine trees,  
  would manifest God's loving action to save and provide. 

HANGING CHRISMONS OR OTHER SYMBOLS OF CHRIST AND FAITH 
Leader: Here in this place we prepare for the coming of the Lord.  
  Here we will remember Christ's Advent,  
  the birth in Bethlehem,  
  weak and helpless as an infant.  
  And here we rekindle our prayer,  
  “Come, Lord Jesus” 
  as we await his coming as the bright and morning star. 
All:  Hang symbols and signs of Christ — ruler, prophet, priest. 

 Hang stars, crosses, triangles, the “alpha” and the “omega”  
 to remind us of Christ and of the holy Trinity. 

CHANGING THE PARAMENTS 
Today marks the beginning of a new church year. 
Purple, the color for penitence and royalty, 
    is used to mark the seasons of Advent and Lent, 
    the times of preparation before Christmas and Easter. 
Like the cycles of the church year, 
    we are reminded that God is the first and last, 
    the Alpha and the Omega,  
    the beginning and the end. 
    Christ is our bright Morning Star. 
We remember this with the star-shaped leaves of the poinsettia. 
May we prepare our hearts and minds 
    for the coming of a Savior into our world today.  

(Copyright 2016, Ashley Danyew) 

*Unless otherwise noted, the liturgy is found at www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/hanging-of-the-greens-service

https://www.ashleydanyew.com/posts/hanging-of-the-greens
https://www.ashleydanyew.com/posts/hanging-of-the-greens

