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July 29, 2020 
 
 
Beauty breaks through not only at a few highly organized points, it 
breaks through almost everywhere. Even the minutest things reveal it 
as well as do the sublimest things, like the stars. Whatever one sees 
through the microscope, a bit of mold, for example, is charged with 
beauty. Everything from a dewdrop to Mount Shasta is the bearer of 
beauty. And yet beauty has no function, no utility. Its value is intrinsic, 
not extrinsic. It is its own excuse for being. It greases no wheels, it 
bakes no puddings. It is a gift of sheer grace, a gratuitous largesse. It 
must imply behind things a Spirit that enjoys beauty for its own sake 
and that floods the world everywhere with it. Wherever it can break 
through, it does break through, and our joy in it shows that we are in 
some sense kindred to the giver and revealer of it. 

CLOSING PRAYER 
July 29, 2020 
 
Creator of all beauty, help us, God, to see your beauty with open 
eyes, heart and mind. Help us to let go of fear, that we may find the 
beauty within ourselves and in all those around us. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING  

 
Plant... so that your own heart will grow. 
Sing... because this is a food our starving world needs. 
Laugh... because that is the purest sound. 
Love...so God will know your sweet soul. 
 

—Adapted from Hafiz 



PRAYER INTERCESSIONS  
July 29, 2020 
 
 
1. Help us to see your beauty with open eyes, heart and mind. 
 
2. Help us to let go of fear, that we may find the beauty  

within ourselves. 
 
3. Help us to protect the beauty of creation, that it may be  

preserved. 
 
4. Help us to treat one another with dignity and respect, that we 

may bring out the inner beauty in each other, and promote 
peace between peoples and nations. 

 
5. Help us to reveal your beauty to any and all who suffer,  

that within that beauty a sweet refuge may be found.
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